
           

This is the newsletter of the New Jersey Woodturners Association. Meetings are held monthly at the 

Essex County Environmental Center (ECEC) in Roseland, NJ. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the days 

indicated. Anyone wanting more information may contact us by email at njwoodturners@gmail.com. 

Information is also available at the clubôs web site www.njwoodturners.com . 

 

Club Officers: 2008 

 

President - Wil Goldschmidt 

Vice Pres - Hitoshi Tanaka 

Secretary ï Tony Whalen 

Treasurer - Maurice Cohen 

Librarian  ï Ed Schilke 

Membership ï Walt Drummond 

Web Master ï Bruce Arnold 

Programs ï Gil Malave 

Weekend Workshops ï Bruce Long 

Photographer- Adrien Coblentz 

 

Meeting Schedule ï 2008:  
Jan 28       Duke Hemmer  ñBall in Cubeò demo  

Feb 25      Bob Roth ñReading Woodò talk 

      Dennis Fuge Panel discussion on wood 

        Show and Tell 

Mar 24      Bob Rosand Demo, Topic TBD  

Apr 28      Dennis Fuge Deep Hollow Turning  

  From The Bottom Up 

May 19   Hitoshi Tanaka Decorating and 

                         Embellishing Turnings  

                    Show and Tell (Novice)                    

Jun 23      Nick Agar Creative design, texturing and 

  staining 

Jul 28      Steve Antonucci Hollowing Techniques 

   and Tools 

      Show and Tell 

Aug 25     Tool Sale and Show and Tell 

Sep 22     Bill Grumbine Natural edge bowl turning 

Oct 27     Kevin Seiler Craft pen making 

Nov 24     Elections 

                 Super Show and tell,  

     Club Challenge, Club Critique 

December No meeting 
 

 

 

 

COMING EVENTS  

 

The club has been invited to participate in the Holiday 

Gift Fair at the Essex County Environmental Center on 

Saturday, November 15. Edward Conhaim has agreed 

to be the coordinator for our participation. We have 

agreed with the ECEC to give them our requirements 

by Tuesday, November 4. Please, if you are interested 

discuss your space needs with Edward. He may be 

reached by phone at 973-992-2313 else you may 

contact me at njwoodturners@gmail.com. 

 

In addition to a super Show and Tell at the November 

meeting, Ed Holzi reports that the meeting will also 

repeat the successful Show and Tell of last year where 

there will be a ñjuriedò event where judges, yet to be 

identified, will critique and comment on member 

entries. You may choose which items you are willing 

to have critiqued . Novice and advanced categories 

are intended and prizes given for 1
st
, 2nd and 3

rd
 place 

winners. It should be fun and we have gift certificates 

to hand out! Ed thought the challenge for this year 

should be a hollow form since several of our 

demonstrations this year involved turning hollow form 

objects. We also had several demonstrators who used 

embellishing techniques, so Ed combined those two 

facets of turning to pose the challenge objective to the 

club ï a hollow turning with embellishment. The 

definition of a hollow form is a little vague. Ed 

suggests being very loose on the definition. Just for 

arguments sake letôs say that the entry has sides that 

re-curve towards the top with an opening narrower 

than the widest portion. But, donôt lose any sleep over 

that definition. Bring something you had fun turning or 

whatever youôre happy or unhappy with. 
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RECENT  CLUB NEWS AND ACTIVITIES 

The club participated in the Octoberfest at the Essex County Environmental Center on Saturday, 

October 4. Ed Chanese championed our activity and reports all went well. Some photographs follow. 

   

   

 

The major event of this monthôs meeting was an excellent presentation by Kevin Seiler on the topic of 

crafting writing instruments. In Adrien Coblentzôs absence, photographs from Daina Krumins are 

included below. 

 

Kevinôs presentation covered the full spectrum of activities involved in making these writing 

instruments. Choices for blanks material include wood, plastic and acrylics. Plastic is not particularly 

recommended for new turners since it requires very sharp tools and the tools are quickly dulled. The 

various choices of material have different densities and must be handled accordingly, Wood is easily 

shattered since it will be about 1/16 inch and it too requires a very sharp tools. Brass inserts are used 

with wood blanks. Care must be taken to thoroughly remove oil from inserts since the oil will inhibit 

proper gluing. Working with inserts requires careful measuring and checking of inserts and other parts 

and the precision of a vernier caliper tool is recommended. 

 

There is typically a big difference between buying blanks and making your own when it comes to wood 

blanks. Most commercial blanks are cut in line with the grain so a relatively simple pattern results. In 

contrast, if you make your own blanks you can select the direction of the cut to bring out the ñbeautyò 

and grain character of the piece. However, creating a more attractive appearance might come at the cost 

of a blank which is more fragile. Grain running along the length of the blank is strongest. Strength 

decreases as the grain deviates from this direction.  

 



Many of the operations in making writing instruments require precision. For example, when using a drill press it 

is important that the drill shaft and the table are at 90 degree relative to each other. Kevin illustrated how a 

homemade jig made from a metal coat hanger is adequate for testing the orthogonal relationship. Self centering 

tools which also guarantee a proper vertical hold are also required. But again, for the very best product,  expect 

that you will need the very best tools to support the craft. 

 

Finishing the instrument is only as good as the effort put into it. Kevin reports sanding up to grits of 12,000. One 

of his finishes is done with CA glue. This is done by applying CA glue to the writing instrument and holding a 

polishing cloth underneath while it is slowly turning on the lathe. For this operation you should have a face shield 

in place. Any glue thrown into an eye would be dangerous.  The CA finish is a very hard finish. The finish is then 

sanded through the entire range of sandpaper and then 3 to 5 coats of Mylands high friction polish. After that 

there may be 5-to-6 coats of micro pumice polishing.  

 

You can guess that this would not be a $2 pen!  

 

Attached to this newsletter is a list of pen making sources and information provided by Kevin. 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




