
 

This is the newsletter of the New Jersey Woodturners Association. Meetings are held monthly at the 

Essex County Environmental Center (ECEC) in Roseland, NJ. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the days 

indicated. Anyone wanting more information may contact us by email at njwoodturners@gmail.com. 

Information is also available at the clubôs web site www.njwoodturners.com 

 

  

Club Officers: 2009 

 

President ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Vice Pres ï Tom Gall 

Secretary ï Tony Whalen 

Treasurer - Maurice Cohen 

Librarian  ï Ed Schilke 

Membership ï Walt Drummond 

Web Master ï Bruce Arnold 

Programs ï Gil Malave 

Weekend Workshops ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Photographer- Adrien Coblentz 

 

Meeting Schedule ï 2009:  
Jan 26       Steve Antonucci  ñSharpening  

                  DainaKrummins  Gallery Update 

Feb 23      Dennis Fuge  Finials and thread chasing 

      Show and Tell (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

Mar 23     Professional turner  Mike Kehs 

      Carving for wood turning 

                 (Owner  Hal Ottenstein)  

Apr 27      Turnathon  Stan Lefkow   

May 18    Tools/Tips/Jigs show and tell 

                 (Owner Steve Antonucci) 

                 Photos by Daina 

Jun 22      Professional turner  Mark St.Leger 

                 (Owner Tom Gall)  

Jul 27      Professional turner  Keith Thompkins 
                  (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

Aug 24   Tool Sale 

                (Owner Walt Drummond) 

                Club challenge 

 

 

 

 

                (Owner Ed Holzli) 

Sep 21     Professional turner  Topic TBD. 

                 (Owner Gil Malave) 

Oct 26     Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                (Owner Dennis Fuge) 

Nov 23     Elections 
    Super show and Tell 

    Club Challenge, Club Critique 

                (Owners Hitoshi Tanaka and Ed Holzli) 

December   No meeting. Happy holidays. 

 

Club Activities and News of Interest  

In June we learned of the passing of Ed Conhaim. On 

learning of the death of Ed, Steve Antonucci 

contributed the following comment: ñThe NJ 

Woodturners were informed of the sad passing of Ed 

Conhaim.  Ed had recently joined NJW, but 

immediately began contributing by participating at 

ECEC events and attending workshops to quickly 

develop his skills.  Ed was very skilled with his hands, 

and it was only a matter of time before he would have 

become an excellent wood turner.  NJ Woodturners 

has lost a good man, and we will miss him deeply.ò 

 

A professional turner, Keith P. Thompkins, will be 

featured at the July 27 meeting. His gallery may be 

seen at www.keithptompkins.com An arrangement has 

been made for him to also conduct an all day (9 am to 

4 pm) workshop at Dennis Fugeôs workshop on July 

27 for those members who have already signed up to 

attend. There may be two or three slots still available. 

If interested, call Hitoshi Tanaka to confirm 

availability. The charge is $35 and is to be paid at the 

workshop. 

                   

New Jersey Woodturners 

Association 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 
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Itôs not too early to begin thinking and planning for the August 2009 Club Challenge 

Ed Holzli provided the following guidelines. The challenge posed to the club is a turned object supported by a 

base. Voting will be done by members at the August meeting. Prizes will be awarded for 1
st
 ,2

nd
, and 3

rd
 place in 

Advanced and Intermediate categories. The description is intentionally vague to promote creativity. The only 

limitations are that the main piece will be a turned item, (not necessarily a vessel or hollow form as mentioned at 

the June Meeting) and it will not have a foot/base incorporated in the turning. It will be supported by any means- 

by a base. Enclosed are just two examples by Clay Foster and Johannes Michelson. 

  
Ed also reports: The price for sandpaper has increased. New pricing effective immediately will be $0.55 per sheet. 

If you plan on purchasing sand paper please bring appropriate change.  

 
At the meeting Walt Drummond reported that the club currently has 88 paid members. Walt also reminded us that 

the Middlesex Fair is during August 7, 8 and 9 and is collecting names to support the effort. There will also be a 

competition at the fair. The items should be available before the fair begins and will be collected after the fair. For 

further information, contact Stan Lefkow. 

 

Mort reported that sweatshirts with the club logo could be made available if we could get an order of 18 or more. 

So far only 10 people indicated that they wanted sweatshirts. If you have not already indicated your interest let 

Mort or Tony know either by phone (973-361-3443) or email (adwhalen@optonline.net). 

 

Gil Malave reported that he had a ñKVAR Energy Controllerò installed in this shop. This is electrical equipment 

which is said to reduce electric cost especially in an environment of heavy usage of AC electric motors. For 

information go to www.kvar.us. Gil is going to set up a demonstration at his shop and will let the club know when 

he is ready. 

 

Wood for turning  

At the meeting a member reported that a sawmill in Towaco was giving away wood that may be suitable for 

turning. Wil Goldschmidt followed up getting the address: Boards & Beams Co. (Steve Djurasek), 48 Old 

Jacksonville Rd.,Towaco, NJ 07082, the phone number is 973-299-6100. Check it out if interested. 

 
Another terrific opportunity to get excellent wood for turning came from Wil Goldschmidt who reported that a 

professional furniture making/restorer friend, Steve Schuman, was relocating and was willing to give a supply of 

wood to club members. The wood included cherry, walnut, cedar and more. Steve Antonucci and Wil had 

organized an effort to go to the shop and a message was sent out to the club members inviting those who are 

interested to join the wood gathering to let them know. A few of us joined up and the effort paid off. For all of 

this we need to thank the contributor Steve Schuman from the ñMade From A Treeò company 

www.madefromatree.com. Thank you Steve Schuman, Wil Goldschmidt and Steve Antonucci. Steve Schuman, 
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aka Furniture Doctor, can be reached at madefromatree@gmail.com and at 973-209-4777. There is more to this 

wood-for-turning story on Page 5 

 

On June 21, the day before Mark St.Leger appeared at our club meeting, he also provided an ñall dayò 

demonstration in the workshop of Dennis Fuge. This demonstration was attended by 11 members. 

The following is a small set of pictures that were taken at the demonstration. Except for figure 4, these pictures 

were taken using the overhead mirror in Dennisô shop in order to get a clear view of the working area.  We need 

to thank Dennis again for his hospitality. Demonstrations like this would likely not otherwise happen. 

 

 

Mark demonstrated excellent control of his turning. In figure1 he was actually turning a piece down to a tooth 

pick size. Figure 2 shows a special top he is turning. What makes it special is that after it spins for a while on the 

rounded top, it flips over and continues to turn on the stem.  

 

In figure 3 Mark is turning a #2 morse taper, a very common taper in wood work as well as in metal tools. The jig 

he uses to make taper is shown in figure 4. The two spaces are the spaces for the ends of his #2 taper. The straight 

edge of this jig is then used to check the linear progression between the ends. The number 2 morse-tapered piece 

is then used in compression jigging of small pieces. 

 

Figure 5 shows the handle style he uses for his turning tools. Since he travels so much with his tools he feels it 

important to lighten the tool weight. His choice of tool handles is to use PCV pipe and plug the ends with wood 

plugs which are drilled to hold the steel working end.  I believe his tools typically used 1.5ò PVC pipe.  His tools 

felt very comfortable in the hand. Figure 6 shows another interesting piece. It is a golf ball used in a compression 

application. This particular golf ball had an approximate 3/8 to ½ñhole drilled into it and which fits over a live 

center to be secured. 

 

The final demonstration was that of turning a sphere. The details of this are beyond any thorough 

explanation here. However, it may be said that the sphere, which started as a cube, was turned on three 

axes before it was done. To visualize the three axes, think of a coordinate system with three orthogonal 

 
Figure 1 

 
Figure 2 

 
Figure 3 

 
Figure 4 

 
Figure 5 

 
Figure 6 
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axes i.e. x, y and z. As he turned in each axis he measured sphere rounding quality by laying a ring on 

top of the candidate piece he was turning into a sphere and visually checked to see that the ring 

contacted the wood evenly in the region being turned. The inside diameter of the ring provides a gage 

for the radius of the sphere. The process is repeated for the other axes and iterated if necessary. 

 

The following day, Mark St.Leger gave another demonstration at the club meeting. Here are selected 

photographs from that demonstration. The primary objective of this demonstration can be seen in Figure 22. It 

appears that the piece has three kinds of surfaces: concave, convex and planar,  a remarkable accomplishment 

beginning with the cube in figure 11. As shown in figures 8 and 9, many of Markôs tools are custom made. They 

are straight forward, simple and smart. Note that ñkitchenò knives, properly shaped, make good cut off tools 

especially for small items. 

 

 
Figure 7 Mark St. Leger 

 
Figure 8 Custom PVC handles 

 
Figure 9 Knifes, golf balls and 

some brass make good tools 
 

Figure 10 The beginning of a 

finial  

 
Figure 11 Starting with a cube 

 
Figure 12  

 
Figure 13 

 
Figure 14 

 
Figure 15 

 
Figure 16 

 
Figure 17 

 
Figure 18 forstner bit to get 

into piece 

 
Figure 19 Completing the 

entrance and inside 
 

Figure 20 Texture tool 
 

Figure 21Making finial off 

center 
 

Figure 22Note off center finial 
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Wood for turning continued from page 2.  These pictures are just to show the opportunities we had. The pictures 

were taken on the second day of our scrounging activity so you can imagine what had been available (I didnôt 

have my camera on the first day). Figured 23 and 24 show only what was available on the second day. Figures 25 

and 26 just show what we left after the second day. Wood may still be available if you are interested. 

 
Figure 23 

 
Figure 24 

 
Figure 25 

 
Figure 26 

 
Figure 27 

 
Figure 28 

 
Figure 29 

 
Figure 30 

 

Figures 27 through 29 shows what some members were able to get into their cars on the second day. The wood 

shown in figure 30 was purchased at a reasonable price. A lot more of milled wood was purchased on the first and 

second day. I think Jerry McCaffrey would know more about the milled wood. 

 

Steve Schuman must relocate his entire furniture making shop and is offering milled wood at what has got to be a 

reasonable cost. Give him a call if interested. 

 
 

Membership 

The following is a periodic reminder of membership dues. Current members should also consider 

passing copies of this newsletter along to other woodworkers who might be encouraged or motivated to 

join the New Jersey Woodturners.  
Membership Form   2009    New Jersey Woodturners 

 

Name______________________________________ 

 

Address ____________________________________ 

 

City, Zip Code________________________________ 

 

Email address________________________________ 

 

How many years have you been a member____________ 

 

Are you a member of AAW? Yes_____ No _____ 

(American Association of Woodturners) 

 

Dues     $25 year; Family $35 year 

 

Check #_____________ or    Cash ______ 

 

If cash, bring to the meeting 

 

Else,  print a copy and send your check to: 

 

Maurice Cohen 

38 Richard Drive 

Short Hills, NJ 07078 

 

For questions: 

MAUDCW@AOL.COM 

973-379-4426 

 


