
           

This is the newsletter of the New Jersey Woodturners Association. Meetings are held monthly at the 

Essex County Environmental Center (ECEC) in Roseland, NJ. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the days 

indicated. Anyone wanting more information may contact us by email at njwoodturners@gmail.com. 

Information is also available at the clubôs web site www.njwoodturners.com . 

 

Club Officers: 2009 

 

President ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Vice Pres ï Tom Gall 

Secretary ï Tony Whalen 

Treasurer - Maurice Cohen 

Librarian  ï Ed Schilke 

Membership ï Walt Drummond 

Web Master ï Bruce Arnold 

Programs ï Gil Malave 

Weekend Workshops ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Photographer- Adrien Coblentz 

 

Meeting Schedule ï 2009:  
Jan 26       Steve Antonucci  ñSharpening  

                  DainaKrummins  Gallery Update 

Feb 23      Dennis Fuge  Finials and thread chasing 

      Show and Tell (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

Mar 23     Professional turner  Mike Kehs  

                 Carving for wood turning 

     (Owner  Hal Ottenstein)  

Apr 27      Turnathon  Stan Lefkow   

May 18    Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                 (Owner  Tom Gall)  

Jun 22      Tools/Tips/Jigs show and tell 

                 (Owner Steve Antonucci) 

                 Critique Show and Tell 

                 (Owner  Ed Holzli) 

Jul 27      Keith Thompson  Topic TBD. 

                  (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

 Aug 24   Tool Sale 
                (Owner Walt Drummond) 

                Show and Tell 

                (Owner  Ed Holzli) 

Sep 21     Professional turner  Topic TBD. 

                 (Owner Gil Malave 

Oct 26     Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                (Owner Dennis Fuge) 

 

 

 

Nov 23     Elections 

                 Super Show and tell,  

     Club Challenge, Club Critique 

                 (Owner Ed Holzli) 

December   No meeting. Happy holidays. 

 

Club Activities and News of Interest  

The highlight of the March meeting was a 

demonstration by professional turner Mike Kehs. 

Carving, piercing and woodturning all together; 

Doesnôt get much better than that. Pictures and story 

are included below.  

 

 Steve Antonucci conducted a terrific Saturday Skew 

Workshop at the ECEC on March 21. Ten members 

attended and all reported having a terrific and 

productive workshop. Photos and comments are 

included below. Thanks to Steve for his time and 

effort. 

 

The April 27 meeting is a TurnAThon. Five lathe 

stations and a sharpening station will be in place. 

 

The club participated at the March Somerset 

Woodworking Show. During the show members 

performed a Top-A-Thon and made tops for the 

benefit of the Childrenôs Specialized Hospital. We 

received donations totaling $930.00. At the March 

meeting, a motion was made and seconded and 

approved to add $70.00 from the treasury to make the 

donation an even $1000.00. This activity has been a 

long tradition of the club and is clearly welcomed by 

the hospital. Pictures from the show are included 

below. 

 

On April 18 the ECEC is having their annual Earth 

Day event. We usually participate in this event and 

have several lathes going. Gil Malave is coordinating 

our participation. 
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There is still an opportunity to see member displays at the JCC before it closes. This was a terrific showing of 

talent by members of the club and is now coming to an end. On April 20th and 21 all items on display must be 

picked up. 

 

61 members were present at the start of the March meeting. This included 6 new members. Please note that 

members who have not paid their dues by March 31 must pay a $7.00 per meeting fee. This is the fee required by 

the ECEC for visitors who attend ECEC club meetings but are not members of the sponsoring club. These fees are 

remitted to the ECEC. We also ask visitors to sign our guest book. If they are interested in joining the club, the fee 

is not required. This is an opportunity for visitors to receive more information and an email copy of the 

newsletter. 

 

Miscellaneous items from the meeting include: Essex Fells Garden Club demo and sale is being handles by Mort;  

Due to a full schedule we passed on an opportunity to participate in the April  Cherry Blossom Festival at Branch 

Brook Park in Newark The 4H Club would like us to do a 1/2 hour presentation at Garabaldi Hall on Nov 13.  

 

The April 27 meeting is a turnathon and will have 5 lathe stations and a sharpening station. Typically there is a 

variety of woodturning activities going on and the turnathon is a good opportunity to learn new skills. The 

planned activities for the turnathon are Steve Antonucci doing Small Lidded Boxes; Dennis Fuge doing Hand 

Threading; Maurice Cohen doing Bowl Turning; Jim Frederick doing Turning a Goblet and Stan Lefkow doing 

Spindle Turning for Beginners. 

 

The approval for giving out the membership list to only members was given. Subsequent to the meeting an 

opportunity arose for our club to join a woodworking supplier (Hartville Tool) discount program. However, this 

requires that member email addresses be included in the application. This opportunity needs to be discussed 

before any action is taken.   

 

Here are a few pictures from the Somerset Woodworking show. The pictures do not include all of the members 

who helped and participated in the show. If anyone has more pictures from the show (or other events), you are 

welcome to send them to me (Tony at adwhalen@optonline.net or njwoodturners@gmail.com.  
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The main attraction at the March meeting was the professional turner Mike Kehs.  A picture of Mike and a few 

samples of his carving and turning work are shown here 

     

 

Some of his carving and piercing tools are shown here 

  
 

 

 

The process of Mikeôs work may be straight forward but it is also very tedious. Here are a few photographs to 

demonstrate his process: 

 

 
Getting started with shapes  

 
Outlines are marked. 

Through cuts are marked  

 
Carving tools are ready 

 

 
Round carving tool  

 
Narrow cylindrical carving 

tool 

 
Finished rough carving  

 

 



A major event for the club this month was a workshop conducted 

by Steve Antonucci. The topic was use of the skew tool and using 

this tool to cut eggs. Eight lathes were in use and it was well 

attended. A picture of a few of the attendees is shown here. 

 

Using a skew is a delicate operation and is not easily learned. Iôm 

including here two references from the Journal of the American 

Association of Woodturners (The AAW) that are helpful. These 

references were written by Alan Lacer. The references are in the 

March 2007 and the September 2008 issues. The Lacer cutting 

edge is ñ radiusedò but has a straight section near the tip. The 

Raffen cutting edge is all ñ radiusedò. A reference for Raffan is the hard cover book ñTurningò, by Richard 

Raffan, Thereôs likely to be many more references. 

 

 
Steve explaining skew features  

 
Lacer and Raffan skew edges 

 
A skew in action shaping  

 
A skew in some near endfire 

shaping  

 
A skew in actionô shaping 

 
A skew in action detailing  

 

 

 

 

 

 


