
           

This is the newsletter of the New Jersey Woodturners Association. Meetings are held monthly at the 

Essex County Environmental Center (ECEC) in Roseland, NJ. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the days 

indicated. Anyone wanting more information may contact us by email at njwoodturners@gmail.com. 

Information is also available at the clubôs web site www.njwoodturners.com . 

 

Club Officers: 2009 

 

President ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Vice Pres ï Tom Gall 

Secretary ï Tony Whalen 

Treasurer - Maurice Cohen 

Librarian  ï Ed Schilke 

Membership ï Walt Drummond 

Web Master ï Bruce Arnold 

Programs ï Gil Malave 

Weekend Workshops ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Photographer- Adrien Coblentz 

 

Meeting Schedule ï 2009:  
Jan 26       Steve Antonucci  ñSharpening  

                  DainaKrummins  Gallery Update 

Feb 23      Dennis Fuge  Finials and thread chasing 

      Show and Tell (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

Mar 23     Professional turner  Mike Kehs  

                 Carving for wood turning 

     (Owner  Hal Ottenstein)  

Apr 27      Turnathon  Stan Lefkow   

May 18    Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                 (Owner  Tom Gall)  

Jun 22      Tools/Tips/Jigs show and tell 

                 (Owner Steve Antonucci) 

                 Critique Show and Tell 

                 (Owner  Ed Holzli) 

Jul 27      Keith Thompson  Topic TBD. 

                  (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

 Aug 24   Tool Sale 
                (Owner Walt Drummond) 

                Show and Tell 

                (Owner  Ed Holzli) 

Sep 21     Professional turner  Topic TBD. 

                 (Owner Gil Malave 

Oct 26     Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                (Owner Dennis Fuge) 

 

 

 

Nov 23     Elections 

                 Super Show and tell,  

     Club Challenge, Club Critique 

                 (Owner Ed Holzli) 

December   No meeting. Happy holidays. 

 

Club News, Activities  and News of Interest 

Walt Drummond reports that the club has 92 members 

of whom 57 are paid members. (92-57 = hint hint). 

Fifty members attended the February meeting. Please 

note that members who have not paid their dues by 

March 31 must pay a $7.00 per meeting fee. This is the 

fee required by the ECEC for visitors who attend 

ECEC club meetings but are not members of the 

sponsoring club. These fees are remitted to the ECEC. 

We also ask visitors to sign our guest book.  

 

Bruce Arnold had been doing a great job on the clubôs 

website and has recently updated it. Several member 

galleries have been added.  

 

Club members are still participating in the art show at 

the JCCmetrowest in West Oranges. These items will 

be on display until April 14. It is a unique opportunity 

to see this display up close and personal. Check out 

last monthôs newsletter to see what you will be 

missing if you donôt get there soon. 

 

The club meeting this month included a show and tell. 

Some of the items from this show were chosen to be 

displayed at the Hunterdon library show. Walt 

Drummond and Jim Beckwith collected the items for 

display. 

 

Activities coming up in the next two months include 

the skew workshop given by Steve Antonucci on 

March 21 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the ECEC. This is 

free to the members. 
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On April 18 the club will participate in the Earth day celebration at the ECEC. 

 

The next club meeting is on Monday March 23 and features a professional turner Mike Kehs. The topic 

will be carving for wood turning and should be very interesting. It appears that there may also be an 

opportunity for a subsequent ñprivateò hands-on workshop with Kehs for 4 people. He has offered to 

hold an all-day-hands-on workshop at a member's shop or at his shop in Quakertown, PA. Exact date 

and place is yet to be determined. Cost would be $100 each. If you are interested, get in touch with Tom 

Gall. This event will only happen if four or more members express an interest. If this happens, date, time 

and place will be announced. 

 

The featured event at the February 23, 2009 meeting was the presentation by Dennis Fuge on the 

subjects of finials and thread chasing. Here are a few word examples from Dennisô handout of what a 

finial is: Itôs the foliated ornament that forms the upper extremity of a pinnacle in Gothic architecture; 

itôs a decorative device to finish off a building element with a flourish; itôs the crowning ornament of a 

pointed element such as a spire; itôs the thin piece that we put on top of the bowls we turn and it acts as a 

lightening rod which attracts all sorts of comments about our wood turning work.  

 

To solicit such comments and to encourage discussion of design and implementation, Dennis started 

with a presentation of the finial designs shown here.  

 

 
A few finial samples 

from Dennis  

   
The purpose of the numbered bowls and finials was to provide an opportunity to solicit opinions on the 

various combinations of bowls and finials. Members in the audience were asked to select the best one of 

the five. Afterwards, the audience was asked to select ñworstò (not that there were any bad ones) of the 

five and to discuss the results. Not surprisingly there was a mix of comments. Comments like delicate, 

modern, proportions, top heavy, curves, contrast, natural edge, unique, formal, color contrast, and others 

appeared. The same word could be assigned to the best and the worst. In another exercise some finials 

were moved to other bowls and similar comments resulted. Beauty is in the eye of the beholder. The 

only quantitative comment I heard was Dennisô judgment that the size of the finial should not exceed 2/3 

of the bowl height. The exception to this quantitative rule might be a bowl with a squat bottom.  

 



The second portion of Dennisô presentation had to do with cutting male and female wooden threads. 

Some of his bowl-finial samples did have threaded finials. One can only imagine the difficulties in 

cutting mating male/female combinations 

for a finial and the mating bowl. The tools 

that Dennis used had 18 threads per inch. 

Since the stability of the wood is so critical, 

the recommendation is to use only dry 

wood, hollow it out as required and let it sit 

for weeks or months to stabilize. Boxwood 

is good for threading. Some African 

blackwood has a tight grain and is very 

good but very expensive. On the other hand not much wood is required for the task. For cutting threads, 

a liberal dosing of CA glue helps to firm up the wood, and while cutting the thread, application of 

WD40 facilitates the threading. The threading tool is typically held in a position much like a scraping 

tool. To cut female threads, Dennis might glue the piece to a background piece for support. A key to  

cutting threads appears to be a slow, rhythmic steady motion. Dennis likes to sing ñque sera seraò while 

cutting threads. (Groans were heard coming from the audience.) 

For preparing the male piece for threading, Dennis used an open ended wrench (spanner) of the proper 

size to uniformly trim the piece to the correct and consistent diameter for the entire length of the thread. 

See upper left photo. Looks like a very clever idea and tool for other applications. Sharpen the wrench as 

required. 

Notice in the right side picture that Dennis, before the thread is cut, creates a gap at the anticipated end 

of the thread, This is to provide some space for the thread run-off that is created by the threading tool.  

 

See ñWood Chipsò section at end of newsletter for sources of threading tools. 

 

Photo samples fron the show-and-tell 

    

    



    

    
 

 

 
At the club meeting in November Steve Antonucci, after talking to its creator Dick Steussy, brought an unusual  

tool to the meeting. It is a tool with an extremely sharp saw blade welded to the end of a steel shaft. It's called a 

Bowl Saw and is sold at http://bowlsaw.com and likely elsewhere. Bruce Arnold tested the tool and, in his own 

words, here is his summary of his experience.  

The BowlSaw 
By Bruce Arnold 

 
 

I took a piece of beautiful FIR wood commonly known as a 2x6 and cut it into a circle on my band saw. Using a 2 

1/8 inch Forstner bit I then bored a mounting recess on one side 1/8 inch deep. After mounting in the chuck, I then 

bored another recess on the opposite side (Photo 1). Using a 1/8 cutoff tool (the manufacturer recommends a 1/8 

bowl gouge) I made a deep cutout 5/8 inch wide and 1 1/8 inch deep (Photos 2 & 3).  

 

The BowlSaw was inserted into the slot and the wood was rotated by hand for a few minutes until a starting grove 

was made at the bottom (Photo 4). The teeth of the saw can just be seen in Photo5. The lathe was then set at 500 

RPM. As the wood turned the saw handle was slowly rotated. The saw gradually cut down to the center (Photo 6). 

The smaller piece of wood could now be mounted in the chuck (Photo 7). After finishing the bowls, the final 

result is shown in photo 8. Both bowls have been made from the same piece of wood. 

 

The tool is available in two sizes for bowls as small as 5 1/2 diameter through bowls up to 8 1/2 inches. The cost 

is about 1/5 that of competing products. I have a nice piece of walnut that I have been saving. I plan to use the 

Bowl Saw now that I know I can make 2 bowls out of the same stock. I recommend this tool. 

 

http://bowlsaw.com/


 
Figure 1 

 
Figure 2 

 
Figure 3 

 
Figure 4 

 

 
Figure 5 

 
Figure 6 

 
Figure 7 

 
Figure 8 

 

WOOD CHIPS (A SECTION FOR MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION BUT WITH NO ENDORSEMENTS) 
Thread chasing tools are available from Packard Woodworks Inc. www.packardwoodworks.com and the Wood 

Working Catalog, www.woodturnerscatalog.com. Listed threads per inch are 10, 12, 16, 18 and 20. This is not 

meant to be an endorsement. 

 
Member �(�U�L�F���.�Q�X�W�V�H�Q���U�H�S�R�U�W�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���³�(�D�V�\���5�R�X�J�K�H�U�´���W�R�R�O��was given a positive review in the Spring 2009 issue of 
Woodturning Design Magazine. It retails for $99 + shipping. �(�U�L�F���K�D�V�Q�¶�W���X�V�H�G���W�K�H���W�R�R�O���K�L�P�V�H�O�I�����7�K�H���W�R�R�O���Z�R�U�N�V��
much like a scraper and has a carbide cutter. The carbide cutter has four sides that can be rotated as the cutter 
dulls. To see a demo, Click here: YouTube - Woodturning tool Ci1 Easy Rougher- Carbide Insert. The item is 

available at Crafts Supplies USA, www.woodturnerscatalog.com and likely elsewhere. 

 

Peters Valley Craft Center in Layton, NJ is offering 50% tuition scholarships in their Wood department. Students 

would have to work 2 hours per workshop day in various jobs. There is a limit of 2 scholarship students per class. 

For more information call the office 973-948-5200. Steve Butler will have the information. 

 

Hitoshi is looking for someone to come forward and volunteer to lead the clubôs effort for the one day event 

Bloomfest at Essex County Branch Brook Park. Please contact Hitoshi 


