
           

This is the newsletter of the New Jersey Woodturners Association. Meetings are held monthly at the 

Essex County Environmental Center (ECEC) in Roseland, NJ. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. on the days 

indicated. Anyone wanting more information may contact us by email at njwoodturners@gmail.com. 

Information is also available at the clubôs web site www.njwoodturners.com . 

 

Club Officers: 2009 

 

President ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Vice Pres ï Tom Gall 

Secretary ï Tony Whalen 

Treasurer - Maurice Cohen 

Librarian  ï Ed Schilke 

Membership ï Walt Drummond 

Web Master ï Bruce Arnold 

Programs ï Gil Malave 

Weekend Workshops ï Hitoshi Tanaka 

Photographer- Adrien Coblentz 

 

Meeting Schedule ï 2009:  
Jan 26       Steve Antonucci  ñSharpening  

                  DainaKrummins  Gallery Update 

Feb 23      Dennis Fuge  Finials and thread chasing 

      Show and Tell (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

Mar 23     Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                 (Owner  Hal Ottenstein)  

Apr 27      Turnathon  Stan Lefkow   

May 18    Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                 (Owner  Tom Gall)  

Jun 22      Tools/Tips/Jigs show and tell 

                 (Owner Steve Antonucci) 

                 Critique Show and Tell 

                 (Owner  Ed Holzli) 

Jul 27      Keith Tompkins  Topic TBD. 

                  (Owner Hitoshi Tanaka) 

 Aug 24   Tool Sale 
                (Owner Walt Drummond) 

                Show and Tell 

                (Owner  Ed Holzli) 

Sep 21     Professional turner  Topic TBD. 

                 (Owner Gil Malave 

Oct 26     Professional turner  Topic TBD 

                (Owner Dennis Fuge) 

 

 

 

Nov 23     Elections 

                 Super Show and tell,  

     Club Challenge, Club Critique 

                 (Owner Ed Holzli) 

December   No meeting. Happy holidays. 

 

These dates have been updated from the previous 

January 1 newsletter and represent the current 

schedule. 

 

The January 1 issue includes our goals for 2009, our 

events calendar, a listing of our officers, appointees, 

coordinators and volunteers.  

 

The event for February is the Top-a-thon For Charity 

at the Somerset Wood Working Show on 2/27, 2/28, 

and 3/1. Gil Malave is the coordinator of this event. 

Events such as this typically are in need of more 

volunteers so please contact Gil if you are able to help. 

In addition to working at the show, help is also needed 

to get our equipment to the show and return from the 

show.  J.H.Monteath Lumber and Moulding of Old 

Bridge, NJ donated the wood for our Top-A-Thon.  

This is a generous donation. Gil brought the wood to 

the meeting to give to members who volunteered to 

begin turning the tops and to bring them to the 

February meeting. This will provide a jump start for 

the tops supply at the exhibition. 

 

Our club has about 87 members. As an administrative 

manner, please note that members who have not paid 

their dues by March 31 must pay a $7.00 per meeting 

fee.  This is the fee required by the ECEC for visitors 

who attend ECEC club meetings but are not members 

of the sponsoring club. These Fees will be remitted to 

the ECEC. We will ask visitors to sign our guest book.  
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RECENT  CLUB NEWS, ACTIVITIES and NEWS OF INTEREST  

To get the new year sharply started, 

Steve Antonucci conducted a 

sharpening demonstration and 

Daina Krumins conducted a gallery 

photo shoot so members could 

update photographs of their work 

on the clubôs website. 

We authorized the T-shirt Team 

(Mort Olin, Hal Ottenstein, and 

Maurice Cohen) to procure T-shirts 

incorporating the NJWT Logo for 

resale to members.  The Team will 

decide style, color, sizes, 

quantities, and price. The price to 

members will include a modest mark-up to benefit the Club.  

 

Club members are currently participating in an art show and exhibition at the JCCmetrowest in West 

Orange. The items on display are best described as awesome. It is an excellent opportunity to see some 

of our memberôs work much of which is not seen at our show and tells. The exhibition is from January 

11 to April 26, 2009. The address of the JCC in West Orange is 760 Northfield Ave., West Orange, NJ 

07052. Members participating in the exhibit include Jim Beckwith, Tom Gall, Dennis Fuge, Daina 

Krumins, Maurice Cohen, Hitoshi Tanaka, Mort Olin and Gil Malave. Excuse me if I missed anyone. 

Mort and Gil gave an informative introduction to members of the JCC. Some information about the JCC 

can be found at  http://www.jccmetrowest.org/directions.html#top. I highly recommend that members 

take the opportunity to view the exhibits. To whet your curiosity, a price list is also posted. Photograph 

samples of a few  pieces that are on display are included in this newsletter as Attachment A but the 

photographs are a poor substitute for seeing the real thing. 

 

Jim Beckwith reports that there is room for about 40 pieces for display at the Hunterdon library show. 

An opportune time to collect these pieces will be at the next meeting (February 23) where a show-and-

tell is scheduled. Remember to include the pieces that you want to exhibit to the meeting. 

 

Coming up in March is a club workshop. The subject is ñNo-egg-skews pick up a skewò and will be 

conducted by Steve Antonucci on March 21 from 10-to-4 pm at the ECEC. 

 
The Totally Turning 2009 will be held on Saturday and Sunday, March 28 and 29, 2009. It will be held 

concurrently with the NWA's 18th Annual Woodworkers Showcase in Saratoga Springs NY. As in past years, 

there will be plenty of great demonstrations, an instant gallery, a trade show and more. Demonstrators include 

Rolly Munro, Jimmy Clewes and others. For more information, go to http://www.totallyturning.com. 

 

The major demonstration event at our clubôs January 26, 2009 meeting was Steve Antonucciôs sharpening 

presentation. Steve has documented his approach to sharpening and his documentation is included here as 

attachment B. Your editor appreciates the information and support. A summary of Steveôs presentation could 

be ñRemember always to grind, refine, hone and strop; sharp is better than not sharp and sharp is not that hard to 

do.ò 

http://www.jccmetrowest.org/directions.html#top


   

 

 

 

 
  

 

  

Attachment A   SELECTIONS FROM THE JCC EXHIBIT 



Attachment B Sharpening 101 by Steve Antonucci 
Everyone assumes that sharpening is a mystical science understood by few, and to be held in the highest 

esteem by the masses.  As demonstrated at the NJ Woodturners Jan 2009 meeting, we have classified 

sharpening into four basic steps: 

 

Jigging:  used in all tool shaping, is used to control tool movement for easily repeatable setups 

 

Grinding:  used to form an initial shape 

 

Honing:  refines the ground edge 

 

Stropping (leather honing): final refinement of the cutting edge 

 

Following these four steps will result in the best edge on your tools.  In addition to the edges being 

sharper, they will also last longer.  Once an initial shaping has been done, honing and stropping can 

usually be done several times to renew an edge before going back to the grinder.  If care is taken, they 

can be done with only hand held implements in one or two strokes. 

 

Jigging is simply the means of holding a tool against the grinding wheel.  There are a great many means 

of holding the different tooling and this article will cover just a few.  Firstly, there is a flat platform that 

can be used to sharpen skews, scrapers, bedans and parting tools.  Essentially, the tool needs to be held 

flat against the platform at a constant angle to the grinding wheel.  As long as the tool only lightly 

touches the grinding wheel, this should be sufficient to establish the bevel. 

 

Gouges require the same need to hold an angle, but introduce another motion (either swinging or 

rotation) to grind the wings.  A good jig will allow for a continuous flowing profile from nose to wing, 

with no lumps or abrupt changes.  All of the commercial tooling available is exceedingly simple to 

replicate-many have no moving or mechanical parts!  The key to these tools is set-up. 

 

To sharpen a gouge repeatably, there are three things that need to be documented: angle to the wheel, 

distance to the wheel, and tool exposure from the holding fixture.  All commercial jigging does is help 

the user do this quickly!  The distance to the wheel can be set with a block of wood.  The nose angle can 

be ñfixedò to any angle required.  The exposure of the gouge can be a hole drilled into the bench to a 

certain depth.  The important thing is that you always use the same measurements on the same tooling 

every time, or you will always be changing how the gouge cuts and relearning its capabilities.  (See 

following Fig. 1 and Fig. 2) 



 
 Fig 1. A Jig used to establish the distance from the point that the rotation will occur to the edge of the 

wheel. 

 

 
 

Fig 2. This jig controls the nose angle, which is generally 55-65 degrees on a bowl gouge, the length of 

the wings (by rotating the gouge around the bar) and the exposure (how much of the tool sticks out of 

the fixture).  These things determine the profile. 

The Tormek jig is for controlling rotation 

around the center axis. It also controls the 

nose angle to the wheel and the exposure of 

the gouge from the end of the fixture. It can 

be used to generate a number of gouge 

profiles. 

The Tormek jig is for establishing a constant 

distance from the point of rotation to the 

grinding wheel. The front hole is used to set a 

shorter distance. The back side of the jig has 

three stops for setting the gougeôs exposure. 




